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By thi ermid of the wear, Westerm Austradia will hawe its own State ballet contre, completed
ustin ime to colebrate West Austmlizn Ballet's G0th anniversany. The 512 millian
state-of-the-art training and rehearsad faciity Is a codlmination of intense fund-raising by
mary sectors of the Ferth com manlty:

The Sate Gowernment commEted 52 millon towards the Contre ft-outand has
pledged a further $1.2 millien armually to Increase the number of compamy dancers;
the Chy of Bayswarter spertt $4.3 millian ta purchass the bullding: and the canstruction

Yo :
FR ‘ Industry has also showed Its support for the arts by working akangside i Ballet to help
i‘l‘.é- © the compary realise the dream of having its aem home.
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d ‘ In fact, more than 52 milion by way of goads and pro-bono services has been
' cantibutad towards the construction of the Cantre by such firms as Probolld, Sandower
. Finder, Geoff Hesford Eng Incering, Wood and Grieve Enginesrs, Davsan-rifard Guantity
WEST AUST o Sureayors, valmaont, Everctt Smith, tade Projects and Hydraulkcs Design sustralis. Many
BALLET * Indkdduals and companles haws alse mads monetary condributions to the fund which
novey skands at somee $17.4 million - just 5600,000 short af the praject’s tangat.
: i ‘West Australan Ballet General Manager, Steven Rath, says the project has been an
L ©  amazng mample of haw a lot of people and organisatians, induding loml and State
e 1 | government and the corparate and private ssctor, cn share 2 vislon and deltver an
ta e 0 a n by : PHon“ILn‘ historkc plece of arts Infrastructure for the State.
. i “The genornsity of 28 Invotved has boen quite overwhelming. Whore othars have tried
- andfailed, this iz an example of what has actually worked. We hape this success stary

L f -
industry’s generosi | el
i The new ballet contre 15 lncated on the corner of Steth Awenue and Whiatley Crescent

o In Maylands. The Sheth fomnue wing Incorparatss three previous bulldings, canstructed
L3 " N [] lL"'I / E R In 15905 and 1520, whik the Vhatley Crescent wing, desoribed as Interwar, stipped
\ PIND E R - dassical style with art deco omamental detailing, was built In twa stages from 1937
- The hullding stacd empty befane s recent purchase by the City of Bayswater, with
help from Lotterysest, and based to the ballet company far a peppercom rent.
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Thie ground floor of the Sheh feenue wing will bz used ta house
extenshve wardrobe roams which Include a kundry, spray and dye
arez, 2 wig room, a fabric starage arss, technizal officas and 2 ftting
room. Opening orto 2 plazza in the street |5 a cafe and barwhich will
welcome the commanity and creste 2 papular mecting place.

Thiz ather side of the kower floor has been gheen over to offices, a
boardroam and stores. Acoessed off the Herftage Foyes, the new part
of the bullding ks an cxtension at the rear comprising a staircse, 2
Itftand bathrooms. The wpper finor indudes three rehearal studios
{ane sultable for public performanices), offices, a green raom,
kitchen, physia room, dancers’ dressing ameas, bethrooms and a shoz
siore.

*The fabrc of tha bullding has been |oft brgely untouched. There
were largs open spaces and the tap floar was wall-free, so we didn't
hawe to modify or dhange very much to create wonderful studias®
sald Steven Fath.

Sandaver Pinder are the fead archiects on the project and
company principal, David Kanotidn, sald that by creating a home: for
the ballet it has also tafen a herttage bullding, found 2 new use for it
and extendad He life.

*The ballet was wery dear about how they wamted to uss the
bulldirg:” =id Cavid, who warked closely with project anchitect,
Catherine Vatts.

*They zre bringing together all the functions which cumently
happen over three venues. Part of our job was to refine those
requirements inte cne bullding and the warehouse kyout ve
started with, sulted the oeation of dance studics”

*Sandover Pinder are always keen ta wark an interesting arts
projects, so becoming a major benafactor of the ballet centre
offered 2 parfact apportunity™ sald Dald.
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Probulld State Manager, Enc Meyarnowitz, sid, “Tha new Centre
Is 2 fantasthc community praject, one that can brirg necessary
rellefta the much needed fadlities of the ballet. Hopefully, In the
furtuare, it will prowvide further cppartunities ta mary members of the
community interested n purswing a cancer In the ballet. Our work
15 just a token of the walue that Frabulid sez in being a small part of
assisting the commeaunity to develop sudh 2 meaningful praject?

A1 hape Probulid’s combrbartion to the Centre sets an oxam phe for
ather companies to get mom vaheed inarts prajects, big and small,
arcund Perth” hie sald.

The work Probulld did an the comeersion valved demalishing
an ald tallet block, construction of the teo-storey amenitties blodk,
rectification of timbar floars, the erection of now offics partitians,
the restaration of herftage coilings and floars and installing new
maechanical, hydraulic, electrczl and fire servces. While the facade
requirad Btthe veork, the finoring throughout the bullding and a large
portion of the cellings required restoration.

“The rectification of the imber floors was the biggest challenge”
sald Erc iMevemwiiz.

“Sami arzas of the bullding date back ta 19th century and the
timber had degraded. Thers are three balket rehearal studios at the
faclity, sa it was paramaunt that evany imber jalst was Investigated
to ensure It could support the necessary loads. A timber speciadst
fram the CHRA wes engaged to Inspect tha joists and, as 2 result,
ouer 100 |olsts had ta be nepleced or braced,” he sald.

45 well as ensuning comect acoustics botween floces and Inthe
roams, the flocrs of the studios had to be speckily sprung so s o
reducs injurics ta the dancars. Dizsigned by Brtish floor specialists,
Harequin, tha Cantre vl have the first Azrabeck floar Installed in
the waorld

“Where others have
tried and failed, this
is an example of what
has actually worked.
We hope this success
story encourages
others to follow?”

Enic oyerowttz said the features of Studic 1, the main
rehearsl space, ane what ba llkas most about the bullding.

*It Is kacated In a zectian of the bullding that dates back to the
‘1800s, with the original jarrah beams, brickwsork and windows
restored to their original beawty Tha collings follow the arch
of the roof and this enables the jarah bems and the original
birclewark to stand out and really shavsmase the 19th century
canstruction” he said.

Thie Wiest Australian Ballet will continue to present s large
productians at His Majesty's Theatra and The Quany but Steven
Fath sziys they will host small salion shows at thelr new Canbre.

“Studie 1 will hold abowt 150 pecale. so there are smalker dance
companies who can utllse a spaoe that slze for perfarmancas
outside aur trafning haurs” he sid.

“we'd also like to astzblish an 2lte balket school here to train
the newt generation of dancers. Wa don't have such a schoal in
Perth which means our best dancers hzve to gota Melbourne ar
Mo Zealand” he sald,

Thee convire still needs some $600,000 to meet s fundmising
target. Thase wishing ta comtribarte, can make a donation or
purchase a brick for $500. Al danatians ane tar deductible and
will bz acknowledged by name: In a soulgtural list on the Cantre’s
rmain staircase. O, for $1milllcn, Steven Rath has said that he sl
put your namia an the front of the bullding. BE

WAL Balhrt: (D8} ballstcom . au

Probaaild: (08 9383 um...-pmhﬂ.m_
Sariover Pirdur Aechitects: [08] Y225 0600, s snpin com s
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