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Thousands of people packed Charing Cross and Bath Lane yesterday to witness
Prime Minister _Am<_= wc& om_n_n__< open The Bendigo Centre. reporr & picTuREs PAGES 2-3
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Groves speaks out

BRISBANE — Former ABC Learning boss
Eddy Groves has spoken out on his failed
childcare empire, saying the company
should never have gone into administration.

“I think people have different opinions of
situations, and so consequently I just absol-
utely didn’t believe that this was a necessary
step,” he said yesterday.

He said did not agree that 241 of the
company’s childcare centres were unviable.

“I'm disappointed for the families and the
children that have had to go through this,
and the staff that have had to go through
this,” he said. — AAP
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PACKED: Crowds watch the opening ceremony.

Party i

By NICOLE FERRIE

THE Bendigo Centre has ad-
ded a splash of colour to the
city’s skyline.

And yesterday, that colour
spilled into the city streets as
thousands flooded the CBD for a
day of celebrations.

Charing Cross and Bath Lane
were closed to traffic to encour-
age the people of Bendigotobe a
part of one of the most signifi-
cant events in the city’s history
— the opening of The Bendigo
Centre.

And the people of Bendigo
welcomed the invitation.

From the moment Bendigo
teenager Elizabeth Barrow took
to the stage to sing the national
anthem, there was a strong
sense of a true community cele-
bration.

With stage acts by the Bendigo
Youth Choir, Short Circus and a
stunning fashion parade, the lo-
cals played a big role in their
bank’s special day.

More than 700 people enjoyed
tours of the building, 5500 saus-
ages were consumed, 45 people
attended a talk on the building
by architects Bill Dowzer of Bligh
Voller Nield and Nik Tabain from
Gray Puksand, 4000 bottles of
water were distributed and 500
Bendigo Bank staff enjoyed
breakfast on Oscars Walk.

More than 1000 balloons were
given away, 700 snow cones and
2000 gingerbread stars.

Bank spokesman Owen Davies
said the day was “plenty of fun
and hard work for our staff and
they really appreciated the way
in which the community re-
sponded”.

“The bank was overwhelmed
by the support we received and

we’re sure it would have made a
huge impact on the Prime Minis-
ter and Premier, who saw first-
hand how strong the connection
is between the bank and its
home community,” he said.

“It was particularly heartening
to hear the cheers for the Prime
Minister, who had flown back
from Bali overnight and made a
huge effort to help us celebrate. I
am sure the people of Bendigo
appreciated him coming to our
city today.

“The bank would like to thank

Jacinta Allan and Member for Bendigo West Bob Cameron.

everyone who made the day such
a great success.”

The Bendigo and Adelaide
Bank is hoping the community
will see The Bendigo Centre as a
welcoming place for all.

The centre has been designed
to draw people in.

It features two open-air lanes,
Laity Lane and Perrow Walk,
named after former employees
Frank Perrow and Doug Laity.

The centre also includes a
piazza, Lyric Square where the
former Lyric Theatre stood, and

n streets

ed into the centre of Bendigo to join the celebrations.

Oscars Walk, a pedestrian link
along the Bendigo Creek.

In the words of Bendigo and
Adelaide Bank managing direc-
tor Rob Hunt, The Bendigo
Centre is a statement of this era.

“The Bendigo Centre, like the
bank, stands out for its differ-
ence, not its size,” he said.

“And like us, it’s determined to
be relevant, connected and
valued.

“The building is courageous
and innovative and a strong
statement of belief in ourselves
and our home city.”

ONE CHOICE.
CHOOSE LA TROBE IN BENDIGO.

When you receive your ENTER, consider your course options at La Trobe.
us at your school and talk to one of our experienced advisers.

Join a campus tour or meet

Bendigo Campus Tours (meet at Student Union)
Thursday 18 December, 11am and 2pm
Bendigo

Edwards Road, Flora Hill,

La Trobe School Visits

Echuca Secondary College
Rochester Secondary College

Girton Grammar School
Kerang Secondary College
Catholic College Bendigo
Bendigo Senior College

LA TROBE

UNIVERSITY

Monday 15 December
Monday 15 December
Tuesday 16 December
Tuesday 16 December
Wednesday 17 December
Wednesday 17 December

For more information
T 1300 135 045
W www.latrobe.edu.au/cop

10.00am-12 noon
1.30pm-3.00pm
1.30pm-3.00pm
10.00am-12 noon
9.30am-12.30pm
1.00pm-4.00pm

Infinite Possibilities™
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